Cyclic adenosine monophosphate, ventricular fibrillation, and antiarrhythmic drugs.
It is proposed that the development of ventricular fibrillation in the context of ischaemic heart-disease and myocardial infarction can be related to accumulation of cyclic adenosine 3',5' monophosphate (A.M.P.) in the ischaemic zone. The known electrophysiological and metabolic actions of cyclic A.M.P. are consonant with the hypothesis, which also provides a framework for the better understanding of the action of antiarrhythmic drugs.